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.•'TtflMS'-Smitli and Smith' suggested that increasing amounts* of diethylstiU "-; ■ 

. ;. i. bestrol should be administered to. all women during wegnanc/. to prevent ? " 

°L s J"" * h * hE " rdS ° f *' Ule »»P Iie *««« of pregnancy for mothers-' ' 

*?*. babies. The basis- £ or such prophylarfic therapy w well as the ' active .'• "' .' 

therapy of these pregnancy complications stems from .a series' of experiments**'' 

' *J.«i« Smath. on the steroid hormones in normal and- abnormal pregnancy' " • ^ 

■ ■■ Til ^"l*^ - DbservatiotM ."d. their theoretical implications were, sup--.* "J- 

,...,=; Ported ;hy clinical, observations,, part- of which were- made" under the' super-'V \ 

: S TUjon of. the _ Smiths and, part -w ere the "collected reports .of 'other clinlcalC'V #"** 
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' 'i : ^' : ; T f«^ P^dicthyUtflbestfofto prevent and to tr^tpreVianc^comoiuiaV:?'^ 
•;.; turns is based on the supposition that there develops a. deficiency in 'the" prt**$ £* • 
.;. .vductwo of progesterone arid other. a t eroipVbyythe placenta which -predispoMsV-^i^ 
... ■ to -or causes these pregnancy complications. .The secretion" of. these steroioV^^* 
.:;..-.■,«« be s^molat^ .by diethylstilbestrol. The Increased- amounts' of steroids^* : 
■■-•; VS m by ^ Ils "? lac « Ua postpone, reduce the >everi*7.of, orfcrtverit^*' 
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■ ....urrnary pregnaaediol : » -measure .of progesterone metabolismi. 'Sommerville,^;-' 
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DISCEMjlXN ET AL. 



Since our data, were at variance with those of ^the Smiths, they were all re:'. 

checked. -The charts of patients with toxemia of pregnancy, premature- deliT- ' 

/; ery, stillbirths . and neonatal deaths, and nay other complication or abnor-*. 

. mality, were examined again, by one of. the. senior authors with no knowledge - v 

.vof the kind of medication... There was no significant change .in any of-th*"' 

results. • * ■ .*-."" '" ■ '■..'.». ,. .. ":• 
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. " - - ■ .• ._' Conclusions 

^ . -, • • A. strictly c.ontroUed : .dinicaI.triaJ^of the therapeutic value "of doe'thyistal ?*$ * 

'.-..; bestrol aiminiatcrecl to.'patfeata^duriag pregnancy '"in reducing' the hazards? fe-^ 

•.. r , of some, of the ..lite complications of pregrian'e> for/mother^and babies .hi"* J 5* £v 

.;-. *'. ..been reported. '•-' ■,". .. . -"•■"'. ■'.[■'. :'•'■"*/ 7 V * v '*.".'.;■'■>" v- *\4"" •= 

/• •• -The .various complications were studied, hi the 'total unsele'eted." group "of.*- '&£.£' 

..•'patients divided into primigravidas, jsrimiparas; "and' multiparas.-.; Then the^tf.,^ 

v.;. "-gfoupa .were again -studied after, all groups were corrected to -compare witV'^'t^ 

/':•;. the Smiths'.' .- "•."" ■. . • ' : \ : * v : . V ■.:•".■■.'.■'.- J^"-' £ ,/V- <""*;.*-.|;«,\' ; ^ 

. ^.' The results of the , administration of . diethyla^OMtroLijB^feu'at'ed "amounts''' **"•£>. 

'■■';■ to 340 patients according to a schedule sugges'tedJ^BRTSmiths wer«i com- '{*, "^ir 

'. pared with the results of an identical placebo taj^Sgiven "to 306 p* dents. ■"■ V£j 

S.tilhestrot did^oj '-'j'nrr ♦Si inxidaaoe o^ahoctian^jrematnrt^, or ppatma-\ """-*"• 

turity. -Premature babies of stilbestrol'-treated ■mothers .-were no- longer.aor., * 

more mature for their gestational ages thaa comparable -prematures in "the' • 

control groap of placebo- treated mathera. It did not decrease the .incidence :>, 

'..'• of perinatal mortality." It did not decrease the, frequency of -the' toxemias of:/ 

;*" pregnancy. ■■ . ' •..-*.. . ! V .■,,"*.*" ';,"; 
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